Beyond the money, there is also the allure of a single set of standards governing relevant procedures, such as egg collection. This will eliminate the need for researchers to negotiate research guidelines when collaborating with other California institutions,says Alta Charo, a bioethicist at the University of Wisconsin Law School, Madison.
But at the same time, Charo points out, it creates a disincentive for Californians to work with outsiders. "It's almost as if they have their own scientific country," she says. "California has a big enough system that there will be little reason to go outside."
In response to such pressures, other states may consider stem-cell measures of their own,suggests Kevin Wilson,a spokesman for the American Society for Cell Biology, based in Bethesda, Maryland. "There could be a domino effect,"he predicts.
In Washington state, for instance, legislation that affirms the legality of working with human embryonic stem cells is gathering support. "There is certainly more interest in passing it," says Steven Gilbert, director of the Institute of Neurotoxicology and Neurological Disorders,a Seattle-based,non-profit group that promotes neuroscience research. President Bush's opposition to the creation of new stem-cell lines from human embryos became a central issue in his successful re-election campaign, and the California initiative is in large part a reaction to his policies. It is not clear how, if at all, the president and his supporters will react to the measure: Republicans might try to get Congress to ban 'therapeutic cloning'outright.
Wilson says it is too soon to know whether such a move will occur. He says his society still hopes that the Bush administration will loosen restrictions on funding.
The first steps to implementing Proposition 71 were taken this week, but observers say it may be months before requests for research proposals are issued. Zerhouni, who is two-and-a-half years into a six-year term, is widely expected to stay on. His boss, the health secretary Tommy Thompson, has said in interviews that he may leave, although no official announcement has been made.
And observers of NASA predict that its administrator, Sean O'Keefe, will stayat least until the space shuttle is flying again. John Logsdon, head of the Space Policy Institute at George Washington University in Washington DC, suspects that, after that, O'Keefe "would like another position, more related to national security".
